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Warning on cigarettes packs

Health Ministry yet
to fulfil pledge

FOZIA AZAM

ISLAMABAD-Health Ministry’s
pledge to implement pictorial
health warnings on cigarette
packs seems in doldrums, as
ministry due to the mounting
pressure of the tobaceo industry
is taking no further steps to ex-
ecute the decision in letter and
spirit.

Tobacco Industry approach to
the high ups of Health Ministry
and its baseless concerns about
the government’s decision on
new pictorial health warnings
are being seen as threats to the
effective implementation of the
landmarkverdict.

The tobacco industry, how-
ever, prevailed upon the Health
Minister that instead of issuing
directives to the relevant official
quarters to ensure that the deci-
sion about the new health warn-
ings are followed strictly asked
the ministry to come up with a
presentationtoallaythe concerns
voiced by the tobacco industry.

The lenient attitude of the
health ministry towards the to-
baccoindustry and especiallyno
care for implementation on the
decision about pictorial health
warnings indicate that ministry
is on the path of retraction from
theearlierdecisionunder theim-
mensepressureoftobaccoindus-
try, said Wagar Ahmad Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, TheNetwork for
Consumer Protection.

“The tobacco industry is all
out to block the government’s
decision on{resh pictorial health
warnings and the basic motive
behind the latest objectionsis to
pressurize the government for
the acceptance of its demand for

an extension in the January 1,
2010 deadline for introduction of
pictorial health warnings”, he
continued.

Hesaid, “representatives ofthe
tobacco industry are supporting
their stance by quoting interna-
tional practices regarding intro-
duction of pictorial warningsina
long time”. Tobacco companies
can and have implemented pic-
ture warning requirementsinas
little as sixmonths after notifica-
tions. “The tobacco industry ap-
prehension that the introduction
of pictorial warnings will give a
boosttotheillegitimate cigarette
is mislaid as the warning will
makelegal packs standout much
more”, headded.

“They will help illegal packs
without warnings tobe more eas-
ilyidentified as such”, hefurther
added. He was of the view that if
the World Health Organization
can prohibit its staff from meet-
ing persons associated with the
tobacco industry then why can’t
the Ministry of Health institute
similar curbs?, TheNetwork for
consumer protectionappealedto
the ministry not to step back
from its decision of implement-
ing the pictorial health warnings
on the cigarette packs.
TheNetwork also stressed that
there is no need for the Ministry
of Health to encourage interac-
tion with the tobacco industry
when both are working at tan-
genl to each other. It is worth
mentioning here that Pakistan
is a signatory of WHO Frame-
work Convention on Tobacco
Control (FCTC), whichobligates
hertouselarge, clear, visibleand
legible warnings on packs of to-
bacco and their outside packing.

SC for strategy
against
smoke-emitting

vehicles
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ISLAMABAD- The Supreme
Court on Tuesday directed the
provinces to devise effective
strategies within two months
to combat the environmental
hazards emanating from
smoke-emitting vehicles.

The Court also directed the
Ministryof Law to take measures
forappointment ofthe Chairman
of Environmental Tribunal.

A three-member bench of the
apex court, headed by Chief Jus-
tice Iftikhar Muhammad
Chaudhry and comprising Jus-
tice Chaudhry Ijaz Ahmed and
Justice Jawad S Khwaja hearda
suomottocaseregardingtheen-
vironmental hazards caused by
smoke emitting vehicles thatrun
ondiesel.

During the proceedings, the
Chief Justice observed that gov-
ernment should sincerely look
into the environmental hazards
emanating from smoke emitting
vehicles, which, hesaid, were very
adversely affecting the people at
large.

The Chief Justice directed the
environmentsecretariesofallthe
four provinces to coordinate with
the Federal Ministry of Environ-
ment for evolving strategy to
combat the environmental pol-
lution spreading due to smoke
emitting vehicles runningon die-
sel.

He also directed the Ministry
of Law to appoint Chairman of
Environmental Tribunal within
three days. Additional Advocate
Generals of the four provinces,
DG Environment and Secretary
Transport, Punjab appeared be-
fore the court.



