THIS is apropos of the report
(March 29) quoting the sports minis-
ter as suggesting using tobacco indus-
try’s money for promoting sports in
the country.

The question arises, should one ac-
cept sponsorship from an industry
which is the biggest contributor of
disease and death in Pakistan?

Many organisations in the world
have a firm policy of not accepting
any funding from the tobacco indus-
try.

Just like peace organisations
wouldn’t accept donations from land-
mine manufacturers, the sports min-
istry shouldn’t accept money from an
industry which is promoting unheal-
thy lifestyle in society.

The reason why all good organisa-
tions and governments do not accept
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sponsorship from tobacco companies
is very clear. Cigarettes have caused
more deaths than any other consum-
er product in the history of the world.

WHO estimates that about 500 mil-
lion people alive today will eventual-
ly be killed by tobacco, including 5.4
million in 2010. Tobacco industry
products kill over 100,000 Pakistanis
every year.

The numbers are so astronomical
that they are hard for people to
grasp. What is strange about the sit-
uation is that deaths and diseases
caused by smoking are 100 per cent
preventable.

The tobacco industry funding
serves to create a moral lever to per-
suade the government to soften to-
bacco control legislation. By accept-
ing donation the government legiti-

mises the tobacco industry’s various
tactics, including tobacco promotion
to the youth.

These donations also serve to con-
vince politicians that tobacco compa-
nies’ motives are not suspect, that
they can work with the government
and that they want to be part of solu-
tion, because they care about people
and not just profit.

By accepting tobacco money for ac-
tivities like promotion of sports, the
government allows the tobacco indus-
try to advertise its generosity, sug-
gesting to the public and legislators
that it is a good corporate citizen.

The fact remains that the sole pur-
pose of tobacco companies is to in-
crease their profit. In order words, to
sell more cigarettes at the cost of hu-
man lives.

‘What is good for the tobacco indus-
try is bad for public health and vice
versa. Fortunately, a growing num-
ber of organisations in the developed
and the developing world are refus-
ing to accept tobacco industries
grants or contributions.

Last year an editor of a leading
medical journal wrote: “Taking mon-
ey from the tobacco industry offers
the industry, at a cheap price, a re-
spectability it doesn’t deserve.”

Let us hope that in this country al-
so we develop courage to say no to to-
bacco money, which no doubt is tain-
ted with blood of those who die every
day from tobacco-related diseases.
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