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Anti-smoking '
law being
flouted in
Islamabad

ISLAMABAD, Nov 1:
Smokers are violating the ban
on tobacco use at work and
public places in the federal
capital with impunity.

Citizens complained that
after withdrawal of the stat-
utory rules and orders, all
public and workplaces have
become smoke free; there-
fore, smoking or use of to-
bacco in any form should not
be allowed in any public
place.

They said individuals and
offices were openly violating
the ordinance leading to
harmful effects on non-smok-
ers.

They said full implementa-
tion of the law would help in
protecting the health of the
non-smokers.

By withdrawing the SRO on
designated smoking areas, the
government had totally ban-
ned smoking in any place of
public work.

It is pertinent to mention
that earlier all public and pri-
vate offices were allowed to
designate a separate place for
smokers within the office
premises with adeguate ar-
rangements to protect the
health of non-smokers.

I'IOWEVQ.[.‘ LllL IJ('.lmih&LIlOn
was misuged ag it wag seen
that smekers were using pla-
ced in officeg other than fhe
designated enes while many
offices had failed to dagignate
. peints for smeoking,

The government had al-
ready declared somse arsas of
public worle a8 A6 foBaces
plasss insluding hespiials;
dispensaries  aAd  GEHEF
healthsars sstablishmsnes,
sducsrsnsl instifirisng, sffi-
€86, conference rooms; all do-
mestic flights, restaurants,
buscs, wagons, trains, indoor
f;radlum‘; gymna::ulms lnung
es of airports, waiting rocms
at railway siatiens and bus
EEAHONE.

When contacted, an offis
cial  of the m{n;s:rr}' of
healili’s tobaceo control cell
that makes strategies for
PI‘OPCI‘ l[ﬂi)l(,rn(_.[l{:'liloﬂ UF
the nons=smokers ordinance
said the withdrawal of the
SRO would help the cell put
strict check on the law viola-
tors w{tl‘x the hel[) of the Pul:»-
lic and deparuments con-
CE‘I‘H&I:I,

IHe said a five-year strate-
gic plan of action had been
formulated by the cell with
focus on awareness pro-
gramme for haalth officials,
Professionals] Leac:lru:‘:rs1 deci-
3ion makers and administra-
tive statts etc.

Health experts claimed
that non-smokers who are ex-
posed to second-hand smoke
at home and workplaces have
20 per cent to 30 per cent in-
creased risk of developing
lung cancer besides other
health complications.

Approximately 0.1 million
people die every year in
Pakiztan Irom  disgszas
caused by tobacco.
ACCOrding s astimates of
Pakistan Medical Society,
1.8 million vout}-. l)l—'lWLel‘l 10
2 21 years of age are at high
pigle of gethng cancer and
gther diseazes [rom &mslk-
ing —ADDP




